Squamous Cell Carcinoma of the Oral Cavity and Oropharynx.
The most common malignancy to involve the oral cavity and oropharynx is squamous cell carcinoma (SCC). Because these oral cancers share an origin from the squamous epithelium, the pathology of oral SCC might be expected to be uniform and its diagnosis repetitive. In reality, the morphologic diversity in SCC, along with the propensity for reactive processes of the oral cavity to mimic SCC histologically, renders its diagnosis one of the more challenging in surgical pathology. This article discusses variants of oral and oropharyngeal SCC and highlights those features that help distinguish human papillomavirus-related from human papillomavirus-unrelated SCC.